HOME GROUPS

Applying the BIG IDEA from Sunday  September 18, 2011

Checking  In

What’s life been like for you this week?

What’s been your experience this week in applying the big idea from last week?  

Getting into the Bible 

Ephesians 5: 15Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, 16making the best use of the time, because the days are evil. 17Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.   [ESV]

As you think about this passage, have you gained any more insights into what the Bible means by “the best use of time?”   What’s been your experience in applying it?  

Several translations use the phrase “redeeming the time” in place of “making the best use of time.”  What additional insight does that particular translation give? 

Read Genesis 1: 28-30  and Genesis 3:17-19 When God created us, he gave us WORK to do.  But one of the results of sin is that WORK became both harder and more of a burden.     Where do your feelings about your job fall right now on the continuum from  “I LOVE my job”  to  “Take this job and shove it?”     Why? 

Read the following Bible passages and discuss what the Bible says about work. 

Ecclesiastes 2: 24There is nothing better for people to do than to eat, drink, and find satisfaction in their work. I saw that even this comes from the hand of God. 25Who can eat or enjoy themselves without God

Ecclesiastes 3: 12I realize that there’s nothing better for them to do than to be cheerful and enjoy what is good in their lives. 13It is a gift from God to be able to eat and drink and experience the good that comes from every kind of hard work.

Ecclesiastes 3: 22I saw that there’s nothing better for people to do than to enjoy their work because that is their lot in life. Who will allow them to see what will happen after them?

Proverbs 6: 6Consider the ant, you lazy bum. Watch its ways, and become wise. 7Although it has no overseer, officer, or ruler, 8in summertime it stores its food supply. At harvest time it gathers its food.

Proverbs 22: 29Do you see a person who is efficient in his work? He will serve kings. He will not serve unknown people.

Going Deeper

If you don’t like your job very much, how can you get to the place where work is a joy?  

How does becoming more efficient in your job make the other areas of your life better, too? 

Whether you like your job or not, how can you keep your job from sapping every other area of your life?  Why is that important? 

React to the following quotation from the Protestant Reformer of the 1500’s,  Martin Luther.   

The maid who sweeps her kitchen is doing the will of God just as much as the monk who prays – not because she may sing a Christian hymn as she sweeps, but because God loves clean floors.  The Christian shoemaker does his Christian duty not by putting little crosses on the shoes, but by making good shoes, because God is interested in good craftsmanship. 

If you would see things that way, how would that impact your attitude toward your job?  How would that impact your performance? 

Read   1 Corinthians 1:31:    So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do everything to the glory of God.

What insight does this verse add to your discussion? 

If we see our work the way God sees work, how might that positively impact, not only our work, but the other areas of our lives?    

If we act on that knowledge and attitude, how might that help us gain some “margin” in our schedules? 

SHARING and SUPPORTING:   What’s on your heart and mind tonight that we can pray for?   Try this: Write everyone’s prayer needs and thanks on a little card or start a little journal for these (something small that you can tuck in your purse or pocket).Then ask everyone to pray for what the person on your right (or left) expressed.  Just start our, “Lord, we pray for “x’s” needs. Thank you for…. Please heal……,please help……., (repeating what the person expressed)….Lord hear our

prayer.” The last person will say, “Amen!”

