HOME GROUPS

Applying the BIG IDEA from Sunday  September 25, 2011

Checking  In

What’s life been like for you this week?

What’s been your experience this week in applying the big idea from last week?  

Digging In 

How would you describe the normal pace of life? 

How often do you slow down? 

When you do slow down, what do you notice that you normally don’t? 

How does slowing down to “smell the roses” refresh and renew you? 

How does slowing down to notice others make your relationships better? 

What practices have you developed to help you to do that? 

Getting into the Bible 

God created beauty to bring us joy.  But He also wants us to look at that beauty and see Him. 

How often do you slow down and notice God?   

What insights do the following Bible passages add to your discussion so far? 

Psalm 46:10

Psalm 34:8

Psalm 19:1

Psalm 62:5-8

Read Acts 16:22-32.   What are Paul and Silas doing while they’re in prison?  

What role do you think praise and thanksgiving had in helping them  to notice God, even in their  problems?    

What can you learn from that for your own life? 

Read 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18   What insight does this passage add to your discussion? 

Read 1 Samuel 1:3-10

How can we miss noticing God, even in the church? 

How can you read the Bible to LISTEN to God, not just gather information about God?   Are there any practices that you think might help you listen better as your reading the Bible? 

How will you slow down this week so that you can notice God better? 

SHARING and SUPPORTING:   What’s on your heart and mind tonight that we can pray for?   Try this: Write everyone’s prayer needs and thanks on a little card or start a little journal for these (something small that you can tuck in your purse or pocket).Then ask everyone to pray for what the person on your right (or left) expressed.  Just start our, “Lord, we pray for “x’s” needs. Thank you for…. Please heal……,please help……., (repeating what the person expressed)….Lord hear our

prayer.” The last person will say, “Amen!”

