HOME GROUPS-   How “Plan B” might really be “Plan A” :

Week 4:  When FEAR gets the best of you…

Introduction to Home Groups

The questions in this study are designed to get you talking.  The idea is that in HOME GROUPS, you have the chance to:

· make new friends and deepen existing friendships

· talk about the Bible, and how God’s Word applies to our lives

· continue a conversation about God’s working in our lives that we started in church on the weekend 

So…

1) Use the lesson as a guide.   Sometimes you may get through all the questions.  Sometimes you might only discuss a few.   What happens each night is what God wants/needs to happen that night. 

2) Start each night by ASKING GOD to bless your time together, and to speak to you through His Word, the Bible.   And…expect that He will. 

3) Have FUN with each other, and the experience.   

Continuing the Conversation from the Weekend Services   

What sort of things are you afraid of?  Why?   

READ  Matthew 14: 22-33  

Were the disciples scared of the storm, or Jesus, or both?   Which do you think was more scary for them?  Why? 

Are you more afraid of facing things you’ve faced before; or facing things you’ve never faced before?  Why? 

How does Jesus offer help in BOTH those circumstances? 

Where are the “winds” against you right now?    Can you manage by yourself, or do you need Jesus?   Why did you answer the way you did? 

What’s the significance of the word “immediately” in v.27 and v.31?   What does that tell you about Jesus? 

READ Psalm 27:1,14; Psalm 46:1-3; Isaiah 43:1-3; Hebrews 13:5-6.   What are these passages saying to you?   What do they add to your discussion today ?   

Re-read Matthew 14:27-31  

Why do you think Peter got out of the boat? 

Why did you think he faltered? 

What sort of things cause you to take your eyes off Jesus? 

How have you felt Jesus hold onto you when you were afraid and started sinking? 

Going deeper

We want to do big things for God.  We want to see His miracles.  We want to have him use us.  But many times, we’re reluctant to “get out of the boat.”   

Why do you think that is? 

What do you think enabled Peter to take that step? 

What step do you need to take to follow Jesus, or to follow and trust Him more fully? 

Peter wasn’t perfect.  Even after getting out of the boat, he faltered.  And that’s often our experience, too.   But because he got out of the boat, Peter also experience two things the rest of the disciples never did :  the thrill of walking on water; and the thrill of Jesus’ handing holding onto him when he messed up.” 

How does that encourage you to “get out of the boat?” 

Where do you need to “get out of the boat” right now?   

What “big things” is God calling you to do?  

How do you know it’s the voice of God? 

How will you involve Jesus in the process of doing those “big things?” 

Read Matthew 19:26 and Philippians 4:13.   How do these passages encourage you to “get out of the boat?” 

TAKING ACTION

Share what NEXT STEPS from Sunday that you’re taking this week.

What do you want to talk to God about?  What do you need to talk to God about?    [Try this.  Keep a group prayer book. Have each person write down something they’d like the group to talk to God about.  Pass the book around the group until each person has had a chance to write.  Then, as you pass the book around again, pray for the person to your right by reading what they wrote.  You may add to it if you wish.] 

