HOME GROUPS-   How “Plan B” might really be “Plan A” :
Week 1:  When you Celebration runs out of steam…
Introduction to Home Groups

The questions in this study are designed to get you talking.  The idea is that in HOME GROUPS, you have the chance to:

· make new friends and deepen existing friendships

· talk about the Bible, and how God’s Word applies to our lives

· continue a conversation about God’s working in our lives that we started in church on the weekend 

So…

1) Use the lesson as a guide.   Sometimes you may get through all the questions.  Sometimes you might only discuss a few.   What happens each night is what God wants/needs to happen that night. 

2) Start each night by ASKING GOD to bless your time together, and to speak to you through His Word, the Bible.   And…expect that He will. 

3) Have FUN with each other, and the experience.   
Introduction to the Series
Talk about a time when your plans didn’t work out like you expected.    What was the “issue/s?”    What new issues did the detour/change of plans bring about?   

What did you do so that your detour still took you in the right direction? 

What does the Bible tell us about God’s plans for us?  Read Jeremiah 29:11; Proverbs 3:5-6; and Matthew 6:33 for insight. 
How does believing what those verses say help you through those “detours” in your life? 

Continuing the Conversation from the Weekend Services   
What’s one of the biggest “faux pas”  that you’ve ever witnessed, or been a part of at a party?   Why was that such a big deal? 

Read John 2:1-3.   What was the big deal in running out of wine at the wedding?    What would you have done in that situation?   What does Jesus do in the situation?  (Read John 2:4-11)  

What does sort of things does that tell you about Jesus?   
What are the times in your life that you’ve needed to know those things about Jesus?  Why?

How will you invite Jesus into the ordinary places in your life this week? 

Going Deeper
The disciples weren’t in a “theological place” (they were at a wedding, not at church); the wedding couple hadn’t planned properly and had  lots of problems (they ran out of wine); Mary wasn’t  encouraged initially  (“my hour has not yet come”); they hadn’t been following Jesus very long (the servants just met him; the disciples had just started following Jesus); they hadn’t seen a miracle before (this is Jesus’ first one) ; and they didn’t understand the process.   
· Have you ever been in those places when your PLAN A doesn’t  work out or your celebration runs out of steam? 

· What do the responses to Jesus teach us about obedience?

These jars (v.6) were used for Jewish purification rituals.   By doing this miracle, Jesus “pollutes” them with wine and renders them useless for their original purpose.   In essence, Jesus pointing to the fact that He’s replacing the old rituals with Himself.

· What “ruts” have you fallen into spiritually? 

· How will you fill those ruts with Jesus? 

· Where do you need Jesus cleansing presence in your life? 

· Where do you need to replace rituals with grace? 

TAKING ACTION

Share what NEXT STEPS from Sunday that you’re taking this week.

What do you want to talk to God about?  What do you need to talk to God about? 
[Try this.  Keep a group prayer book. Have each person write down something they’d like the group to talk to God about.  Pass the book around the group until each person has had a chance to write.  Then, as you pass the book around again, pray for the person to your right by reading what they wrote.  You may add to it if you wish.] 

GROUP CONTACT INFORMATION: 

